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GEL / SILICONE SUSPENSION SLEEVE 
USE AND CARE

Function:

A Gel/Silicone suspension sleeve is used to provide primary suspension of a transtibial prosthesis. 

Use: 

Donning the Gel/Silicone suspension sleeve: 

1. The top part of the sleeve should come in direct contact with the skin of the thigh and should extend at least 4 to 6 inches above the top of the prosthetic socks.

2. The sleeve should be rolled up onto the thigh area. Stretching or pulling the gel/silicone sleeve will result in the skin of the thigh being under traction and can cause blisters.  

3. Be careful with fingernails, which can damage the sleeve.

4. When using a new silicone sleeve, baby powder should be used for two weeks along the top edge of the sleeve to reduce friction.

Care & Maintenance:

Hygiene:

1. Clean the inside of the sleeve with alcohol to prevent bacterial growth and skin irritation. 
2. Do not soak the sleeve in alcohol. 
3. To clean the outside of the sleeve, hand wash with non-detergent soap and water. 
4. Let the sleeve air dry completely before reapplying to the prosthesis.

Precautions:

1. If you experience skin irritation, rash or excessive itching when using a suspension sleeve you should evaluate your cleaning methods and products before seeking the advice of your prosthetist and/or dermatologist.

2. Do not leave the sleeve turned down over the socket when the prosthesis is not being worn. This will cause the top of the sleeve to become stretched.
Report failures, malfunctions or changes in your physical condition to us as soon as possible.

